Engaging Stakeholders and Patient Partners.
Recent advances in engagement of stakeholders and patient partners in clinical research have bridged the disconnect between researchers and stakeholders, resulting in improved research goals with relevant outcomes, increased clinical trial enrollment, and improved communication of research results. This article focuses on the mechanisms, challenges, and benefits of patient and stakeholder engagement, with strategies for improvement. The 3 stages of clinical research and key iterative steps to create a reciprocal relationship are presented. Despite recent advances in stakeholder engagement, additional investigation and improved reporting of methods will facilitate strong reciprocal relationships between researchers and stakeholders.